The Purpose of the Journey
God'’s Glory In and Through the Church

I. Why is the Church Important?

As we begin this journey of exploring Sovereign Grace Church, it seems
best (as with any journey) to orient ourselves first to the purpose and
destination of our journey—where we are going and why we are going
there. When it comes to the Christian life, the question of the church’s
importance is perhaps one that is too often overlooked. The idea of
“church” is often just assumed: churches persist, church members
regularly (or not so regularly) attend, and things proceed on course. But
how often do we stop and think, “Why is the church so important? What is
the purpose of the church?” The answer to such questions will provide us
both direction for how churches should build and encouragement to be
faithful as we play our part in the body of Christ.

In this session, we will explore the “big picture” of God’s purpose in the
church at large, the critical role that the local church plays in God'’s
purposes, as well as the overall vision of this particular local church. In so
doing, we will hopefully see more clearly the glorious purposes God has
for His church and the wonderful privilege our participation in this
journey truly is.

A. The ultimate purpose of the church. The ultimate purpose of the
people of God is the glory of God.

1. TheBible is clear that mankind stands in rebellion against God.
However, throughout history God has made Himself known to
people, called them to Himself, and gathered them together to
worship Him and bring glory to His name. Because the church is
uniquely God'’s, we are to be distinctly different from the world,
identifying who we belong to.

Exodus 19:4-6: “You yourselves have seen what | did to the
Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all
peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation.”

Ezekiel 36:22-28: “Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O
house of Israel, that | am about to act, but for the sake of my holy
name...And l will vindicate the holiness of my great name...And the
nations will know that | am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when
through you | vindicate my holiness before their eyes. | will take you
from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring
you into your own land. | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and from all your idols |
will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit |
will put within you... You shall dwell in the land that | gave to your
fathers, and you shall be my people, and | will be your God.”



2. Believers living after Christ have the even greater privilege of
joining together to enjoy and proclaim the pinnacle of God’s
saving acts the death of Christ on the cross for our sins.

Ephesians 1:3-8: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished
upon us...”

1 Peter 2:9-10: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you
are God'’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.”

God's intention is to identify his people not just from a single
nation, but all nations.

The exclusive role of the church. The church is God’s chosen means
for carrying out His purposes until He returns. He has ordained no
other organization or structure for this purpose.

Matthew 16:18: “...I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.”

1 Timothy 3:15: “...if | delay, you may know how one ought to behave in
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and
buttress of truth.”

Why should I join a local church?

Why go to all this trouble to learn about this church? Does it really matter
if  actually join a church? Am | not already a member of “the church”? Isn’t
my personal relationship with Jesus what really matters? Such questions
are common, and not altogether surprising given our individualistic
culture and natural tendency towards independence. However, such
questions also reveal a misunderstanding about the church and God’s
purposes in and through the church. The Scriptures make it clear:

God's specific purposes for His people are accomplished as individuals
join themselves to and participate in local churches.

A.

While all genuine believers are members of the universal body of
Christ, they are to express this tangibly through membership in a
specific local church.

1. Church membership is biblical.

. This was the clear practice of the early church, and the assumed
condition of the Christians in the book of Acts and the Epistles.



Acts 2:47: “And the Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved.” (Converts were “added” to a specific group
of fellow believers)

Acts 5:13: “None of the rest dared join them, but the people held
them in high esteem.” (Believers were a discernable group of people
to which other believers “joined” themselves)

. This is the necessary condition for pastoral care.

Acts 20:28: “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock,
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.” (Pastors are
responsible to care for an identifiable group of people, and they will
give an account for those committed to their care)

. This is assumed in context for church discipline.

Matthew 18:15-17 and 1 Corinthians 5 both describe situations in
which believers are to confront other believers who are persisting in
a sinful way of life. This can only refer to a situation in which
Christians are joined together in an identifiable membership that is
committed to live a godly lifestyle distinct from the world.

. This is the clear implication of biblical metaphors describing the

Church.

The primary NT metaphors for the church—body (1 Cor. 12:27),
temple (Eph. 2:21), household (1 Tim. 3:15), and flock (Acts 20:28)—
have as a key characteristic the idea of separate individuals joined
together into a single entity.

2,

Church membership is vital to our spiritual heath and growth.

Ephesians 4:15-16: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (Without being joined
together with other believers, we will lack the strength and
nourishment that each member—including ourselves—is to
supply)



